Safety and efficacy of feprazone for long-term treatment of rheumatoid arthritis and osteoarthritis.
Long-term safety and efficacy of feprazone (4-prenyl-1,2-diphenyl-3,5-pyrazolidinedione), an antirheumatic drug that is well tolerated in the gastrointestinal tract, were assessed in a noncontrolled multicenter trial. Administered at a daily dosage of 600 mg for a mean duration of 114.1 days, feprazone was well tolerated by 43 (77%) of 56 treated subjects. Thirteen patients reported side effects, but only five discontinued treatment. The side effects were generally mild and occurred in the first weeks of therapy. Feprazone was found effective after one month on both considered indices of disease activity: Ritchie index (articular index for assessment of joint tenderness) and corticosteroid consumption.